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HISTORIC Roofing: Detail Change

NEW ENGLAND
Defining the past. Shaping the fusure

Roof Detail Change Philosophy
Roofs are a sacrificial layer that provides longnteveather protection for the building.
Additionally, roofs are an important element of thelding as they often provide details of
original building decisions and techniques as asglpresent the evolution of the technology
available and the need for changes to accept addiind modifications of the underlying
structure. Roofs are a major part of the ovetadiracter and interpretation of the structure
and site. Changes to roof coverings may resuherchange of details — both significant and
minute. Care should be taken to understand andndet the impact of any changes during
any roofing project.

Guiddinesfor Material or Detail Change:
The first approach is to replace the roof “in-kindiatching extant materials and details.
The roofing system and appearance of the roofrisgbdhe overall interpretation of the
site and part of the historic record with respeanaterial changes over time.

o Ifitis determined that the roof style or materals changed after Historic New
England’s acquisition and/or a change to a monehdslly appropriate roofing
system is desired the following steps should blevad:

= Document the roof type and details used duringotireod of
interpretation through the use of measured drawipigstographs, and
detailed observation notes.

= If a change of roof material or detail is prelimmihaagreed upon in
consultation with the team leader of Property Ctren the Proactive
Preservation and Interpretation Planning comm({{i&#aP) is consulted.

o Ifitis determined that a detail is contributirggthe deterioration of a resource the

following steps should be followed:
= Document the original detail and the reason(sjdiure.
= Determine the treatment for the detail. The prefétreatment would
retain the visual appearance of the detail. Anglifications should be
reversible (re-treatable) and hidden.
= Get approval for the treatment from the team lead&roperty Care.
o Ifitis determined that a new material or a proeenstruction technique would
be in the best interests of the resource the fatigwteps should be followed:
= Document the extant detail, materials or technique.
= Determine the new treatment with preference gieeingatments that are
reversible and do not change the overall charadtdre site.
= Get approval for the treatment from the team lead&roperty Care.
Material replacements should match type and sty/leest as possible.

o Architectural shingles are not an acceptable chémoge three tab asphalt
shingles as they drastically change the aestlwtic df a structure.

o Synthetic or reproduction slate will not be usedeplacement of actual slate.

o Species change for wood shingles is acceptablengsas basic appearance and
texture is maintained.
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Details of Importancefor Roofing
The following is a list of details to be consideesipart of a roofing project whether
replacing the extant roof in-kind or restoring afriyom the period of interpretation.
Composition of roofing material;
Size and shape of shingles;
Installation patterns and exposures of shingles;
Details such as ridge caps, rake boards and flgshin

For more information see: Preservation Brief #4. Roofing for Historic Buildings and
Preservation Brief #19: The Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs.
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