
American Studies Class: Tamer, Titus Kent, & Oliver Phelps



A Project-Based Learning Approach to Three Topics
A project-based learning approach to our 
three topics: 

● Tamer’s Witness Stone Memorial
● Our class facilitating the partnership 

with the The Sibbil Dwight Kent 
Chapter of The Daughters of The 
American Revolution with the Suffield 
Historical Society for Witness Stone 
Memorial for Titus Kent

● Helping Phelps-Hatheway interpret 
Oliver Phelps’s relationship with the 
Iroquois Tribes in New York State. 

http://modelschoolscnyric.pbworks.com/w/page/40580862/Project-Based%
20Learning

http://modelschoolscnyric.pbworks.com/w/page/40580862/Project-Based%20Learning
http://modelschoolscnyric.pbworks.com/w/page/40580862/Project-Based%20Learning


Five Themes of the Witness Stones Project 

● Dehumanization; 
Enslaved as Property

● Treatment of the 
Enslaved

● Paternalism = Inequality
● Economics of Slavery 

and Freedom
● Human Agency and 

Resistance



Colonial Slavery 

There were 5,101 
enslaved people 
enumerated in this 
Colony of Connecticut 
Census.   

https://archive.org/strea
m/publicrecordsofc014c
onn#page/494/mode/2u
p

https://archive.org/stream/publicrecordsofc014conn#page/494/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/publicrecordsofc014conn#page/494/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/publicrecordsofc014conn#page/494/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/publicrecordsofc014conn#page/494/mode/2up


Tamer likely 
enumerated 
when she was 
4 years old on 
the line with 
37 other 
enslaved 
individuals 
from Suffield.

We are not 
100% sure.  



Treatment of Enslaved in the North

According to Slave Narratives by Venture 
Smith, James Mars, Jeffrey Brace, and Story 

of Gad Asher by grandson

● Whippings, beatings, Hog-tyings
● Double crossings and cheating
● Abandonment of aged, youth sold South
● Severe punishments for minor crimes



Runaway advertisement for an enslaved girl, 15 years old



Runaway Advertisement for a Native American



Finding Evidence of Complicity

Connecticut History Blog: 
https://connecticuthistory.or
g/connecticut-and-the-west-i
ndies-trade/ 

https://connecticuthistory.org/connecticut-and-the-west-indies-trade/
https://connecticuthistory.org/connecticut-and-the-west-indies-trade/
https://connecticuthistory.org/connecticut-and-the-west-indies-trade/


How was Suffield Complicit[y] in the slave trade?

Map showing important trade from Connecticut River Valley to the Plantations in the Caribbean. 
From the text, Complicity: http://tinyurl.com/nkpsayf  

http://tinyurl.com/nkpsayf


New England and the West India Trade: 
EXPORTS

By Dr. Eric Bartholomew Kimball, 2009

Livestock Exported:
● 3 of every 4 horses came from 

CT (on average 31 horses  on 
each vessel arriving from CT.)

● Horses 59% of value of all goods 
exp. from CT. (Worked in mills)

● 27,003 sheep for food and dung
● 4,512,860 lbs. of beef and pork

Other Farm Products from CT:
● Butter: 44,546 pounds of butter 

as sent to West Indies
● Cheese: 12,596 pounds of 

cheese exported to West Indies
● 74,470 pounds of tallow 

(rendered animal fat) sent to 
West Indies to make candles

“Inspector General’s Customs Reports” 1768-1772



New England and the West India Trade: 
IMPORTS

By Dr. Eric Bartholomew Kimball, 2009, adapt by Dr. Warshauer 2020

Most Common Items Imported:

● 1,488,032 lbs. of brown sugar
● 612,609 gallons of molasses
● 1,368 gallons of rum
● 450,936 bushels of salt

Imports from West Indies to Conn:
● New Haven

○ 407 or 47% of all ships
○  16,699 tons or 54% of all 

tonnage
● New London

○ 567 or 33% of all ships
○ 25,391 or 46% of tonnage

“Inspector General’s Customs Reports” 1768-1772



Luther Loomis and his connection to the West Indies Trade

Source: https://www.newspapers.com/clip/60244600/luther-loomis/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/60244600/luther-loomis/


Luther Loomis and his connection to the West Indies Trade

Source: https://www.newspapers.com/clip/60244647/luther-loomis/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/60244647/luther-loomis/


Documents for Tamer’s Narrative
The document is one of many treasured items preserved in the historical room in 

our town library.



The Bill of Sale, front, Tamar [Tamer]  
A Bill of Sale
To all people to whom these presents shall come, 
Greetings—
Know ye that I Comfort Smith of Suffield, in the 
county of Hartford and State of Connecticut, for and 
in the consideration of Fifty Five Pounds Lawful 
Money to me in Hand Paid by Luther Loomis of 
Suffield, Rec’d to my full satisfaction, have 
Bargained, Sold, Set out, and Delivered, and by 
these presents Do Bargain, Sell, Set over, and Delver 
Unto the Sd Loomis, one Negro Girl named Tamer 
[Tamar], a slave for life, about seven years of age, 
free and clear from any Bodily alment or Distemper 
that I know of, which Sd Girl I promise to Warrant and 
Defend against the Lawful claims of all and all 
manner of Persons shall and will Warrant and forever 
Defend; as witnss my hand and seal this 8th day of 
November, 1777. 
Comfort Smith, Lydia Smith (Seal)



The Back of the Bill of Sale, for Tamar [Tamer] 

A Bill of 
Sale

Tamer
Sold Tamer to Solomon Smith of 
Haddam
30th October 1798



History of the 
Second Church of Christ

Published in 1892



Marriage Document for Tamer & Solomon
January 4, 1795 Hartford 5



History of the Second church of Christ in Hartford
Other African Americans Listed



History of the Second church of Christ in Hartford
Other African Americans Listed



Middlesex Gazette, June 1810 
Discovered by Laurie Tavino



Could this be a second marriage record for Tamer in 1823? 



Could this be a marriage record for Tamer in 1823?
Enlarge image 



Could this be a marriage record for Tamer in 1823? 



Find a Grave webpage information for Rev. Josiah Bowen

Source: 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/68
90211/josiah-bowen 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6890211/josiah-bowen
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6890211/josiah-bowen


1820 Census Joseph Brevo, South Carolina 



1820 Census Joseph Brevo South Carolina, enlarged image



Jan Peake’s Research Produced This Important Document from Haddam

Nov 5 [1829]
To amt allowed the Town of 
MIddletown for articles furnishd
 Julia Simons and for nursing 
Tamer Smith in her last sick
ness and for funeral charges  $12.47

Dr. Karl Shapiro’s good point: no 
burial charges listed here. He is 
looking into a record that may 
include a bill for a coffin for Tamer.



Luther Loomis’ Mansion  & Block of Stores Stands behind the 
trolley  

Source: 
http://www.su
ffieldhistorical
society.org/pi
ctures  

http://www.suffieldhistoricalsociety.org/pictures
http://www.suffieldhistoricalsociety.org/pictures
http://www.suffieldhistoricalsociety.org/pictures
http://www.suffieldhistoricalsociety.org/pictures


Source: http://rickinbham.tripod.com/Dads/DadsMem012a_3Venture10.htm 

Secondary Source for Tamar’s Narrative
Traditions of Venture - Known as Venture Smith* - Compiled by H.M. Selden 

(1896)

http://rickinbham.tripod.com/Dads/DadsMem012a_3Venture10.htm


Witness Stones Project & themes help with learning this 
hard history. So does Black Patriots Documentary



We used Google Docs to appreciate Elizabeth Freeman’s 
narrative in Black Patriots documentary



Dennis Culliton Discovered Samuel Kent's Probate Records Provide 
Biographical Details about Titus: Elihu Inherits Titus in 1772

(Dennis Culliton)



Top image of first slide regarding Samuel Kent's Probate Records 

(Dennis Culliton)



Bottom image of first slide regarding Samuel Kent's Probate Records 

(Dennis Culliton)



Original settlers 
and their original town 
lots. Map drawn by 
Hezekiah Spencer 
Sheldon. 



Samuel Kent 
Sr. 
Lives north of 
Samuel Kent Jr.

Present day 
Sidney Kent 
Legare Library 



Samuel Kent Sr. 
Lives north of 
Samuel Kent Jr.

Present day Sidney A. 
Kent. Sidney Kent Legare 
Library has inscription 
above the door explaining 
Samuel Kent’s land grant.
Source: https://historicbuildingsct.com/s-kent-legare-library-1899/ 

https://historicbuildingsct.com/s-kent-legare-library-1899/


Daniel Burnham, Famous Architect Designed Our Library



No Record of Titus Kent in the 1790s Census

This image is from the 1790s 
census. It reports that 
Reverend Ebeneezer Gay has 
five enslaved people living in 
his household. It also reports 
that Elihu Kent has no enslaved 
people in his household.

NB: we still do not know the 
year of Titus Kent death.

Source: Ancestry.Com



What do we know about Titus Kent? 

 

Enslaved and lived with Samuel Kent until Samuel Kent's death, 1772 

Elihu Kent enslaved Titus Kent from 1772 on; we don't know until 
when...perhaps until 1775 when General Assembly makes it easier for 
enslavers to manumit and no longer be financially responsible for the 
person's retirement 

Fought in the Revolutionary War from 1775-1783 

Not certain about his birth and death dates 

Titus Kent was paid during throughout the war 

Titus Kent's name is on the Veterans' Monument at Veterans’ Park and 
listed in many archives as serving from Suffield 

Jonathan Kent, Elihu's grandson, will argue for Titus Kent's Land Grants 
1830s . Therefore, we speculate that he was never freed. 



U.S Compiled 
Revolutionary War Military 
Service Records 1775-1783

This document indicates 
that he left the army for 
the winter of 1779-80, 
which was typical for 
farmers. This is the winter 
when the army returns to 
Morristown, NJ.



The top portion of the 
document informs us that 
Titus Kent was under 
Captain Barnard’s 
command in Col. Samuel 
Wyllys’ Regiment. 

Here’s more information 
about Col. Wyllys: 
https://www.americanwar
s.org/ct-american-revolutio
n/colonel-wyllys-regiment-
1776.htm 

Top Portion of the Document

https://www.americanwars.org/ct-american-revolution/colonel-wyllys-regiment-1776.htm
https://www.americanwars.org/ct-american-revolution/colonel-wyllys-regiment-1776.htm
https://www.americanwars.org/ct-american-revolution/colonel-wyllys-regiment-1776.htm
https://www.americanwars.org/ct-american-revolution/colonel-wyllys-regiment-1776.htm


The bottom portion of the 
document has an interesting 
descriptor. Not that the “Term” 
blank line has the word “War” 
written in that space. This 
indicates that Titus Kent served 
the whole war. 

Deserted does not carry the 
negative tone; he, along with 
many other farmers, went 
home for winter months as 
both armies retired to winter 
quarters. 



U.S Compiled Revolutionary War Military 
Service Records 1775-1783

As shown by this receipt roll, Titus Kent 
was a member of the 3rd regiment starting 
in the year 1779 and was paid in 1780 
while serving in Morristown, New Jersey, 
for a deficiency of clothing during 1779 
while fighting. 

Source: https://www.fold3.com/ 

https://www.fold3.com/


Titus Kent's name on June 1780, Muster Roll, Fishkill, NY 
Titus Kent's Company returns to the Hudson River Valley region.  

Source
https://www.fold3.com/ 

https://www.fold3.com/


Titus Kent, June 1780, Muster Roll, Fishkill, NY . Enlarged images of previous slide.  



Titus Kent’s service at Fishkill, NY

 

Source: https://highlandscurrent.org/2020/01/31/revolutionary-war-battle-rages-in-fishkill/ 

https://highlandscurrent.org/2020/01/31/revolutionary-war-battle-rages-in-fishkill/


Was Titus Kent legally free after the Revolutionary War? 

What was the purpose of this document?
● Pensions were sought by three types 

of people: survivor (the veteran 
himself), widow, or invalid. 

● The Kent family, Jonathan Kent, is 
asking as an heir to his family owning 
Titus Kent. 

Is the information they provide likely to be 
accurate? Is it recorded to serve a specific 
purpose?

What do they tell us about Titus Kent?
Source: https://www.fold3.com/ 

https://www.fold3.com/


Was Titus Kent legally free after the Revolutionary War? 

We have to explore this pension file more. While we are relying on Hannah’s memory here, she made an 
oath before supplying this information. Much to balance when we interpret this event. What do you think? 
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2015/summer/rev-war-pensions.html 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2015/summer/rev-war-pensions.html


Was Titus Kent legally free after the Revolutionary War? 



Affidavit were common in pension files. Hannah Austin’s penalty for lying was severe



Henry Explains Importance of the Witness Stones Project 
Mission: seeks to restore the history and honor the humanity & contributions of 
enslaved people in Suffield, Connecticut, as well as greater New England  

The Witness Stones Project: https://witnessstonesproject.org/ 

https://witnessstonesproject.org/


Part III Oliver Phelps Relationship to the 
Native Americans in New York State

Oliver Phelps and the present day 
Phelps-Hatheway House and Garden below
Michael Galban, 

Michael Galban, Curator at the 
Seneca Art & Culture Center at 
Ganondagan.



Colin Calloway, Professor of History and Professor of 
Native American Studies at Dartmouth College, 

insightfully explains the “Tyranny of the Textbook Map.” 



Leading Idea 
“I didn't understand how little I knew about Native American history until we studied it in depth”



Timing of 
Native Peoples 

in New 
England



Henry: My Local Deep Dive
It’s Fascinating how the Tunxis 
Tribes used hunting and gathering 
to survive. They were able to train 
their bodies to go days without 
eating. It shows their 
perseverance. 

Barkhamsted, Connecticut 



infrastructure

History in Landscape



History in Landscape



History in Landscape



The American Studies class 
enjoyed reading A Cultural 

History of the Agawam Indians 
by Robert C. Stewart



Exploring the Complexities of the Treaty Of Canandaigua

Source: 
https://ganondagan.org/Learning/Canandaigua-Treaty 

This treaty was signed on November 11th, 1794. 

All six nation were present:
- Seneca
- Cayuga
- Onondaga
- Oneida
- Mohawk
- Tuscarora

Each year United States government provides $4,500 for 
the annual distribution of cloth to the six nations, this 
annual distribution is a 200+ year obligation the United 
States government made in this treaty 

https://ganondagan.org/Learning/Canandaigua-Treaty


Save the Date: 7pm on Monday, May 9th at the Kent Memorial Library

Check out Michael Oberg’s blog: https://michaelleroyoberg.com/ 

https://michaelleroyoberg.com/


The class is working to help the 
Phelps-Hatheway House and 
Garden interpret Oliver Phelps’s 
relationship with the Indigenous 
population of New York State. We 
will use Michael Galban’s “Three 
Legged Stool” concept for making 
a meaningful material culture 
exhibit. 

The American Studies Class: Becoming Curators and Asking 
for Advice

Image of 18th century stool at Phelps-Hatheway House and Garden



Michael Galban
Curator at the Seneca Art & Culture Center at 
Ganondagan.

A lesson we learned from Michael Galban was 
making our own ideas out of primary sources.

“Finding the sources of your sources”

A second hand text about this information can 
very easily be biased or just incorrect. So it 
essential to check sources. 

Source: https://nysmuseums.org/michael-galban 

https://nysmuseums.org/michael-galban


Thomas Pickering

● Fought in Revolutionary War

● Appointed Quartermaster in 1780

● Washington’s negotiator for Native 
American Treaties in 1790s

Source: 
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital
-encyclopedia/article/timothy-pickering/ 

https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/timothy-pickering/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/timothy-pickering/


George Washington to Oliver Phelps

Since my Letter to you of the 28th. of Decr the supply of Beef Cattle has been so inconsiderable, that 
we have been compelled to break in upon the salted Provisions…
Source: https://www.loc.gov/resource/mgw3c.004/?sp=73&st=text 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mgw3c.004/?sp=73&st=text


We’re exploring more 
primary source documents: 
Oliver Phelps to George 
Washington. 

Driving Questions: What 
were the relationships 
among Washington, Phelps 
and Pickering? How did 
this help Phelps with his 
land speculation business? 



Save The Date: Saturday, May 21, at 10am. 

The Sibbil Dwight Kent Chapter (Suffield & Windsor 
Locks) of The Daughters of The American Revolution 
(DAR) and the Suffield Historical Society will partner 
to install a Witness Stone Memorial for Titus Kent. An 
installation ceremony will be held in front of the 
Sidney Kent Legare Library (Suffield Academy) on 
High Street at 10am on Saturday, May 21. 



Great News About Writing Tamer’s Narrative for the AANB
We will be working with Steven Niven, Executive Editor



Great News About Writing Tamer’s Narrative. Elizabeth Normen wants 
our class to publish on her Venture Smith resource page. 

Link: https://venturesmithcolonialct.org/ 

https://venturesmithcolonialct.org/


Save the Date: 7pm on Monday, May 9th at the Kent Memorial Library

Check out Michael Oberg’s blog: https://michaelleroyoberg.com/ 

https://michaelleroyoberg.com/


Follow Our Witness Stones Project Instagram. Goal: inspiring curiosity & curating 
history to honor the humanity & contributions of enslaved people in Suffield, CT.  

Source: https://www.instagram.com/witnessstonesproject_suffield/ 

Or type “@witnessstonesproject_suffield” into an Instagram Search Box

Historian James Loewen: “Telling 
the truth about the past helps 
cause justice in the present. 
Achieving justice in the present 
helps us tell the truth about the 
past.”

https://www.instagram.com/witnessstonesproject_suffield/


Any Questions? 



Thank you to everyone who helped our work this year!

Venture Smith Day Festival Friends: Susi Ryan, Angi Perron, Corinne Henry Brady, and Dr. Karl 
Stofko. Elizabeth Normen, author of Venture Smith’s Colonial Connecticut. 

Suffield Historical Society: Art Sikes, Jackie Hemon, Jan Peake, Anne Borg, Dianne Seaman, Rick 
Seaman, Norm Noble, Jackie Hemond, Bob Stewart, Laurie Tavino, Barry Sisk, Chris Childs, Jennifer 
Yergeau, Sara Zak, Jim Reeves, Nancy Noble, and Lester Smith. 

The Sibbil Dwight Kent Chapter (Suffield & Windsor Locks) of The Daughters of The American 
Revolution: Judy Hanmer, Ellen Banks, Liz Stanley and others. 



Thank you to everyone who helped our work this year!

Lynn Mervosh, site administrator of the Phelps-Hatheway House and Garden and Aaron Marcavitch, 
Executive Director of CT Landmarks.

Kent Memorial Library: Jackie Hemond, and Wendy Taylor. 

Suffield Academy: Lindsey Fava, Sidney Kent Legare Librarian, Sara Yeager, Dean of Academics 
and Faculty; Liz Warren, Cultural Diversity Director; Beth Krasemann, inquiry-based history teacher; 
Kelli Tosone, (former librarian, current college counselor); Josh Hillman, Chris Brown, critical friends.

Bryna O’Sullivan, proprietor of Charter Oak Genealogy: https://charteroakgenealogy.com/ 

https://charteroakgenealogy.com/


Thank you to everyone who helped our work this year!

The Witness Stones Project: Patricia Wilson Pheanious, J.D., M.S.W, Chair of the Board of 
Directors; Dennis Culliton, Executive Director & Co-Founder of; Liz Lightfoot, Director of Operations. 
Susan and Ted Ruddocks. Dave Gauthier, Temporary Chair of the Veterans Memorial Expansion 
Committee and thoughtful, committed citizen. 

Cliff McCarthy, Vice-President, Pioneer Valley History Network, Wood Museum of Springfield 
History & Stone House Museum, Belchertown.

Tonia Galban and Michael Galban from the Ganondagan State Historic Site and Seneca Art & 
Culture Center. Colin Calloway, Professor of History and Professor of Native American Studies at 
Dartmouth College. Michael Leroy Oberg, Distinguished Professor of History at SUNY-Geneseo.



Thank you to everyone who helped our work this year!

Special thanks goes to these organizations for this community program and our future installations of the 
Witness Stones Project. 

● The Amiel P. Zak Public Service Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving for supporting this 
year’s Witness Stones Project and partnership between the Sibbil Dwight Kent Chapter (Suffield & 
Windsor Locks) of The Daughters of The American Revolution and the Suffield Historical Society. 

● The Greater Together Community Fund for the Town of Suffield at the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving for for supporting this year’s collaboration with the Phelps-Hatheway House & Garden, the 
Suffield Historical Society, and the American Studies class at Suffield Academy. 

● The Friends of Suffield Grant for supporting this year’s Witness Stones Project. 



Thank you to everyone who helped our work this year!

Big shout-out to those who participated in the Suffield Historical Society’s Online Adult 
Education class in the fall of 2000 as well as this past February when those folks returned and 
new community members joined our first ever, Black History Online Adult Education class.

Click here for more: 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CZvkpcSu240/ 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CZvkpcSu240/


Resources That Helped Our Learning!
Please make a list of names and titles of everyone who helped our work. 



Resources That Helped Our Learning!
Please make a list of names and titles of everyone who helped our work. 



Resources That Helped Our Learning!

The Ganondagan Seneca Art & Culture Center, a New York State Historic Site located in Victor, NY, is 
a National Historic Landmark, the only New York State Historic Site dedicated to a Native American theme 
(1987), and the only Seneca town developed and interpreted in the United States. Please visit their 
webpage: https://ganondagan.org/ 

https://ganondagan.org/

