The First Black Residents of New Paltz - Jack and Betty

On ]llly 5, 1680, Christian Deyo, one of the first European settlers of

New Paltz, purchased an enslaved African man named Jack from a New York
City physician for the sum of 1,160 Dutch guilders. Jack is the first known
individual to have been enslaved in New Paltz and is therefore its earliest

recorded African resident.

Upon his death, Christian’s property was divided between his children and
grandchildren. This property likely included Jack. In 1689 Christian’s son-in-
law, Abraham DuBois, relinquished his shared ownership of an enslaved man,
believed to be Jack, in exchange for 55 bushels of wheat from Christian’s son,
Pierre. Might Jack have been traded for a crop that he would go on to grow as an
enslaved farm laborer for Deyo? What other skills or knowledge might Jack have
possessed, having been enslaved in the past by a physician in New York City?

Five years after Pierre acquired full ownership of the man, he purchased a second
individual. In 1694 Pierre Deyo paid “the sum of thirty-five pistoles in current
New York money for a little negress named Betty.” Due to her size and/or youth,
Betty may have been enslaved as a household servant. However, enslaved women

and children were often forced to work as agricultural laborers, as well.
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Huguenot Redoubt, ca. 1685 by Len Tantillo. Historic Huguenot Street Permanent Collection.
The exploited labor of enslaved Africans to build the early settlement of New Paltz
is a central theme of this painting.
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Interpreting Archival Evidence of

Slavery in New Paltz

Archival documents such as bills of sales, letters, and
receipts reveal the presence and impact of enslaved
Africans in New Paltz and the participation of the
town’s founders in enslavement from the very
beginning of this settlement. The fact that Christian
Deyo purchased Jack in New York City, reveals how
New Paltz’s ties to New York City and the Atlantic
World provided networks of trade by which European
colonists acquired enslaved Africans and then forced

them to work and reside in the Hudson Valley.

The exchange of 55 bushels of wheat as payment for a
share in the ownership of Jack reveals the centrality of
grain production in early New Paltz and the value of
enslaved labor to increasing vyields. The joint
ownership of Jack by both Abraham Dubois and
Pierre Deyo is a particularly vivid example of the

dehumanization inherent to enslavement.

Unfortunately, these documents do not provide details
about Jack and Betty's experiences in New Paltz or
before. Researchers are often unable to reconstruct
narratives of enslaved people's lives, like Jack or
Betty’s, because European enslavers did not feel it was
important to record the experiences of those they
enslaved. Additionally, enslaved men and women
were rarely able to document their own experiences
for future generations. If they did, these accounts

seldom survived.

To learn more, please scan the QR code to
access the recorded presentation, “The Names
We Know: Jack and Betty, the First Known

African Residents of New Paltz,” available for

a small fee and free to HHS members.
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Receipt in French for wheat by Abraham DuBois in exchange for
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an unnamed enslaved man, 1689. Deyo Family Papers, HHS Archives.

Translation: | have undersigned Abraham du bois Laborer / living at the Palle [Paltz]
confess to have received from / pierre doyau Fifty-five bushels of / wheat that he
owed me for my part of the Negro / that | inherited from My father-in-law / Cristian
doyau, for which | hold him free / made at the palle the 13th may 1689 /

Receipt in French for the sale of Betty by James Barré to Charles Deniseau
for Pierre Deyo, 1694. Deyo Family Papers, HHS Archives.

Translation: | undersigned confess to have received from /

Mr. Charles Deniseau The sum / of thirty-five pistoles Current money / of
newyorke for a little negress / named Betty Which | sold to / pierre
doyau, of new pale [Paltz], made / at new yorke this 3rd august 1694 /

Abraham du bois James Barré

Deyo-Brodhead House

French-speaking Protestant families headed by farmers and merchants began to settle in what became known as
New Paltz soon after they made a land agreement with the Esopus, the local Indigenous people, in 1677. Scholars
believe their first homes were one-and-one-half story wood-frame structures with two rooms divided by a hearth
and chimney. There is evidence that one such wood-frame home was located on the lawn just north of this sign.

This wood-frame home may have been the structure where Jack and Betty were enslaved.

The house you see here today began as a modest two-room stone house built in the early 1700s by Abraham Deyo,
grandson of Christian Deyo who bought and enslaved Jack. That stone house was in the Deyo family for nearly
200 years until 1894, when Abraham Deyo Brodhead and his wife Gertrude Deyo transformed it into this grand
Queen Anne Colonial Revival home. If you look closely, you can see evidence of the original stone house and its

beams in lower parts of the current structure.

This project was funded, in part, by the Deyo Family Association and Devine Insurance.

Helping visitors understand the historical forces that have shaped America
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