
FIRST PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
STOPPING STONES ARTS INTIATIVE HONORS ENSLAVED WOMAN  
 
JOIN US FOR KANSAS CITY’S FIRST INSTALLATION CEREMONY HONORING THE LIFE AND 
SACRIFICES OF HARRIET “HATTIE” DRISDOM KEARNEY 
 
[INSERT PHOTO / VIDEO] 
 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri, AUGUST 30, 2018 / [INSERT MEDIA NAME]/ - Stopping Stones arts 
initiative is partnering with The Westport Historical Society and The 1855 Harris-Kearney House 
to recognize and celebrate an enslaved African-American woman named, Harriet “Hattie” 
Drisdom Kearney, who was just 9 years old when auctioned and purchased for $1,300 by Col. 
Charles E. Kearney and his family. Surrounding the American Association for State and Local 
History (AASLH) conference, Stopping Stones will host its fourth installation ceremony on 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 at 5:30 PM by installing a brass plaque hand-stamped with 
Hattie’s name, occupation and dates of enslavement.  Hattie’s Stopping Stone will be placed 
within the walkway of the The Westport Historical Society and The 1855 Harris-Kearney House. 
During the installation ceremony participants will honor her sacrifices, tell her story, note the 
historical context of her time and catalyze the audience to take action within their local 
communities.  
 
“It is so exciting for Stopping Stones to partner with the The Westport Historical Society and 
The 1855 Harris-Kearney House! They have done a phenomenal job preserving Hattie’s room 
and documenting her narrative. We look forward to memorializing her and sharing this 
experience with as many people from Kansas City as possible. I am so happy that the story of a 
cherished Kansas City resident is being told and shared widely.” said Alexandria Harris, 
Stopping Stones Managing Executive Director. 
“We are an early-stage social transformation initiative that creates historical reparations for 
those who were enslaved in this country. We utilize our stones as vehicles to address and heal 
the avoided, traumatic history of American Slavery.” 
 
Stopping Stones has also partnered with many local organizations such as the Midwest Afro-
American Genealogical Interest Coalition (M.A.G.I.C) and Black Archives of Mid-America who 
will present and provide readings throughout the ceremony. We look forward to seeing you at 
Hattie’s Stopping Stone installation ceremony held at The Westport Historical Society and The 
1855 Harris-Kearney House, 4000 Baltimore Avenue, KCMO.  There will also be a Reception 



following the ceremony for all attendees.  For more information please contact us by emailing 
info@stoppingstones.org to get involved and honor an important daughter of Kansas City. 
 
About Stopping Stones  
Stopping Stones creates historical reparations through a multi-pronged strategy that addresses 
the traumatic and avoided history of American slavery.  Then, we seek to transform our country 
by catalyzing individuals to take practical, measurable steps to eliminate the negative effects 
of slavery that still impact the descendants of those who were enslaved. 
 
Contact 
 
To learn more about Stopping Stones initiative, please contact: 
 
Sophia Babbitt, Program Manager 
sophia@stoppingstones.org 
office: 802.923.1514 
 
 
 
 
SECOND PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
STOPPING STONE INSTALLATION CEREMONY! 
SEPTEMBER 27 TH at THE WESTPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND THE 1855 HARRIS KEARNEY 
HOUSE 
4000 BALTIMORE AVE, KANSAS CITY, MO, 64111 
5:30 PM 
 
 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri, SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 / [INSERT MEDIA NAME]/ -  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA PRESS RELEASE 
 
#stoppingstones #stop #americanslavery #historicalreparations #echoes #arts #artsinitiative 
#transform #transformation #installationceremony #engage #engagement #honor #celebrate 
#recognize #educate #socialjustice #socialinitative #repair #kansascity #hattie #history 
#reparations #aaslh 


