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Adapted from the Sermon at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Wallingford, CT

By Amy Foster

"There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave ar free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians

3:28

On a sunny Sunday in June that serendipitously fell on Juneteenth, a day we
had slated to honor the legacy of two former enslaved people in our own
church by installing two Witness Stones, our lectionary felt like a gift from

the heavens. As always, there were moments throughout the service in

which we were reminded of our Christian mission to love others as
ourselves, but Paul’s Letter to the Galatians seemed penned almost
particularly for the day at hand. In it, Paul argues that we need to break down barriers and distinctions, recognizing, as
he says in chapter 6, verse 2 of the letter that God shows no partiality. (Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians because
some of them were listening to a group that was trying to limit and exclude certain types of people from the Christian
movement in the first century.) Throughout the writing, Paul is adamant that because we are all equal in the eyes of
God, we need to treat each other that way as well. Paul argues for inclusivity and love of neighbor (every neighbor?)—in

this letter he reiterates Jesus’ Great Commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves.
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God, we need to treat each other that way as well. Paul argues for inclusivity and love of neighbor (every neighbor!)—in

this letter he reiterates Jesus’ Great Commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves.

This emphasis on inclusivity is behind much of the work of the Resolution 7 Task Force here at St. Paul's. This task force
was put together to carry out the ECCT resolution in 2020 that stated, among other things, that each parish would "take
steps to research and document historic complicity in racism in their parish and communities.” In doing our research,

with the help of both the Wallingford Historic Preservation Trust and the Witness Stones Project, our goal has been to be

more inclusive in understanding a fuller picture of our history as a parish.

We have learned through our work that there were at the very least about a dozen people enslaved by members of our
parish, including by one of our rectors. We are taking steps to lift up the lives and labors of those enslaved people, to

include them as an important part of the story of our community.

When we first started our research, Grace and Esau, whom we honor today, were our first discoveries because, in fact,
they are actually named in the published St. Paul’s history that has been in use for decades! Grace and Esau were
enslaved by Titus and Mary Brockett who were significant benefactors of the church in the mid-1700s. Mary cutlived her
husband Titus, and upon her death in 1777 she granted freedom to Grace. We can presume that Esau already had been
freed by that peoint, as both Grace and Esau were granted a dwelling, some property, a cow, a bed, pots, and more, all of
which would revert back to St. Paul’s upon their death. Based on property records found in the Wallingford Town Hall by
The Witness Stones Project, we discovered that Esau became a small businessman, buying and trading a number of
properties. Grace worked as a spinner and weaver, and she farmed alongside Esau. From census records we can

determine that Grace died sometime after 1830 and Esau after 1840.

This is about all we know about these two individuals, and so I wonder
about all that we don't know. What were their lives really like? Were they
able to get an education? Even when they were emancipated, what was it

like for them to live in Wallingford—where were they welcome, and from

I:E‘le: ' where were they excluded? Were they ever allowed inside the church
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labors? And what about their names? Were they given by their parents or
by their enslavers? In fact, did they even have the opportunity to get to

know their parents?

We will likely never fully know what the lives of Grace and Esau were like,
but the parts of their stories that we do know help us understand just a bit
maore fully the story of our past. By learning more about everyone who

contributed to our community, whether directly or indirectly, we develop a

more inclusive and complete understanding of who we are. And, even

more importantly, by recognizing and acknowledging injustices, whether
past or present, we will be motivated to continue to work for a world in which all human beings are treated with dignity
and justice. We know there is work to be done. We see it in the naticnal news every day. We see it right here in our own
town in the hateful and racist graffiti that was recently painted on our Vietnam War memorial. And we see it in the
continued systemic inequities in s0 many parts of everyday life. Let us pray that our work with the Witness Stones
Project and our continued learning will spur us to strive for a world in which there is no partiality so that we can

someday live out the vision of unity expressed by Paul...so that, in all of our beautiful difference, we can be one.
Links for more information:
https://www.myrecordjournal.com/News/Wallingford/wallingford-News/Wallingford-Juneteenth.html
https://witnessstonesproject.org/

All are welcome to join a workshop to learn more about Grace and Esau and about the history of slavery in Connecticut
presented by the Witness Stones Project at 5t. Paul's Wallingford (65 N. Main St., Wallingford, CT) on November 6 at
4:00 pm. The presentation will be followed by a prayer service. For more information contact the church at 203-269-

5050.
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